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ASTUDY THE MIGRATION 
THE CONNECTICUT RIVER VALLEY 


WENDELL SMITH 


following migration records, although not complete 
desirable, appear too consistent vear after year 
accidental. They are therefore submitted for the considera- 
tion and interpretation addition, the return 
records are presented further emphasizing the common 
experience that this species shows marked tendency 
winter repeatedly the same 

The writer’s station situated Wells River, Vt., the 
Connecticut Valley about one hundred miles south the 
river’s source and seventy miles south the international 
boundary. near the tip that narrow tongue the 
transition zone which extends for some distance this valley 
and which probably does not exceed twenty miles width. 
These records concern Tree Sparrows (Spizella monticola) 
which fifty individuals were banded prior January 1926. 

This species usually appears station the fall migra- 
tion between October and November but, judging from 
observation, these first arrivals are birds passage, there 
being interval usually several weeks afterward when the 
species not seen here. Further evidence afforded the 
fact that those few individuals banded early October and 
November none has repeated during the following winter. 

The following records, cevering period five years, 
‘present tabular form the early appearances and disap- 
pearances presumed birds passage, and the later arrival 
the winter residents this species. 


FIRST ARRIVALS DEPARTURES LATER ARRIVALS (WINTER RESIDENTS) 
1920 Oct. Nov. Dec. 
1921 Oct. Oct. winter residents 
1923 Oct. Oct. Dec. 
1921 Oct. Nov. Nov. 28, numbers augmented 
Dec. 
1925 Oct. Nov. Dec. 
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Until the season 1925 the early migrants did not visit the 
feeding station. the fifteen observed October 23, 1925, 
four entered the traps and were banded, but none repeated, 
that they did not remain long the 
the autumn, the number birds varies greatly both the 
and the late arrivals. Sometimes only two three 
individuals are seen, but doubtless thorough search would 
demonstrate that they were members larger 
other times many fifteen birds appeared together, only 
disappear few days. 

Records spring migration are less satisfactory owing 
available the melting snow, and migrants from farther 
south may coming any time, more difficult 
separate winter residents from birds passage. The follow- 
ing records three tend somewhat show, although 
not the fall records, the separate migration 
the winter residents, which appear move northward 
than the first arrivals from the south, reversal the 
movement: 


WINTER RESIDENTS SPRING ARRIVALS 


Last Last seen 
1923 April April 
1925 March April 


Large numbers Tree Sparrows were noted April 1925, 
the day following the last repeat. Within few days, 
marked the number this species was noted, and 
during the week before its final disappearance only one two 
individuals were seen. 

While means numerous the height migra- 
tien the spring 1925, the dwindling 
disappearance characteristic the spring migration. 

would hazardous make assumptions, but these facts 
tend support the theory that migration those individuals 
occupying the southern parts the breeding range migrate 
the more southern parts the winter range, and that those 
individuals nesting the northern parts the breeding range 
migrate the northern parts the winter range. the 
case many other species the limits breeding and winter 
ranges would overlap. 

Here problem that can solved through bird-banding. 
will necessary, however, have many stations, located 
both ranges the species. The writer hopes 
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operation from bird students Central Canada and from 
those residing the Valley the 
necessary data confirm disprove the above hypothesis. 

The return records Tree Sparrows during the life this 
station (four appear belew tabular form seasons 
January 29, 1926: 


WINTER SEASONS 


BAND NO. 1922-23 1923-24 1925-26 
39025 /23 1/28/24 rt. rt. 12/29/25 
39026 rt. 11/27 /24 

43553 1/26/24 rt. 1/10/25 rt. 
43555 1/26/24 (not taken) 
43559 1/28/24 rt. 12/27 /25 
43561 4/24 rt. 2/17 /25 

127125 rt. 12/15/25 
127126 8/25 rt. 12/27/25 
127128 rt. 3/26 
127134 rt. 12/23 /25 
127135 3/25 rt. 9/26 
127136 rt. 12/19/25 
127114 6/25 rt. 1/14/26 
43567 2/15/24 rt. 1/29/26 
39066 3/8/23 8/24 


date 
rt.=returning date 


the fifty Tree Sparrows banded previous the winter 
1925-26, fourteen have returned least once; one has returned 
three times return’), and two have returned twice 
total seventeen returning birds. 

Four the ten birds banded the season 1922-23 re- 
turned 1923-24; and six out seventeen banded ’23-’24 
returned and seven out twenty-two banded 
returned the season 35% plus, 
and plus During the present season have 
had thirteen returns from total fifty banded the three 
previous seasons, 26%. 

Another interesting fact that general the visits the 
trap began earlier each season. The dates when the first 
individual was banded for the different seasons are follows: 
January 30, 1923, January 26, 1924, November 28, 1924, and 
December 15, 1925. reasonable suppose that the 
presence individuals flock that availed themselves 
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winters may account for this. 

During December the present season very little snow 
fell, and prior the 26th temperatures were not unseasonable. 

cannot stated positively that all the 1925-26 returns 
have been taken. traps are used, but for 
several reasons not like compel all the birds coming 
the station obtain their food entirely from the traps, for 
there competition between species for the food placed the 
traps, particularly when large numbers birds are present, 
the more aggressive species keeping the less aggressive species 
difficulty met increasing the number 
trapless feeding-places where other returns may possibly have 
escaped being taken. 


Wells River, Vt., January, 1926. 


BANDING RESULTS 
FREDERICK SAUNDERS 


the early summer 1924, banding operations were 
very small Kittery Point, Maine. The 
traps are situated area partly covered with tall growth 
and oak trees, with adjacent woods, pastures, and 
all within quarter mile the seashore. 
wet bushy hollow, pool water sometimes 
plenty rough open areas grown over with ground juniper, 
ete., all near birds breeding the 
woods there are Redstarts, Chestnut-sided Warblers, Black 
and White Warblers, Baltimore Orioles, Wood Pewees, 
Indigo Buntings, and Red-eyed Vireos; while the adjacent 
yields Song Sparrows, Maryland Yellowthroats, 
Chipping Sparrows, Chewinks, Yellow Warblers, ete. 

April, 1924, stone and cement drinking and 
bathing basin was supplied with running about 
two feet from the ground, located among the tall trees, and 
eight feet from window one-story camp. The 
when was being built, Redstart visited before 
the cement was dry, and the birds used bath 
soon Was finished, spite the fact that the above- 
mentioned pool already existed within one 
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hundred yards. Some twenty species have been seen bathing 
there, the most regular visitors being Redstarts, Chestnut- 
sided Warblers, Yellow Warblers, Song Sparrows, Robins, 
Chipping Sparrows, and Indigo Buntings. 
appear like the bath less than they the adjacent food- 
supplies. 

Various means allowing the water enter the basin 
were tried—a fountain, short drip, and submerged pipe. 
There seemed positive preference the part our 
birds any special method, but the success the 
Harding drip trap, have used slow drip from few inches 
height keep lively surface. 

pull-string trap was operated near for Sparrows, 
but the Warblers scorn it, tried cover the bird-bath, 
hatbox size and shape, arranged finally have double 
door (ten inches wide) whose line hinges leans backward, 
that when the doors are open the front and part the top 
the trap are open. There only one good perch near the 
bath, and the standard method approach all the birds 
from near-by brush heap the perch and thence the 
bath. The open door was therefore placed the side next 
the perch. 

The birds certainly visit the bath less freely when the trap 
position. Such sight six Cedar Waxwings bathing 
together have had only when was removed, and some 
species decline have anything with it. The most 
frequent visitors, however, are used it, and during the 
whole the summer 1925 the trap was left position, 
with the doors tied open, except trapping days, when 
pull-string closes them from within the camp. frequent 
and long absences from the camp gave the birds chance 
get used this arrangement, and could drop for half- 
day’s trapping with certainty interesting results. 

Some species prefer enter from the bottom the door, 
and others from the top; hence the compromise the design. 
Robins must have chance drop in, while Phoebes (and 
sometimes Red-eyed Vireos) prefer dash the wing, 
and out again apparently without using their feet 
engaging game trying catch Phoebe under these 
conditions, but pull timed the moment when touches 
the water brings the doors shut before reaches them the 
way out. The narrowness the entrance makes difficult 
for two birds with ordinary supply scrappiness use 
the bath the same time, but once succeeded pulling 
the doors male Indigo and Yellow Warbler together, 
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moment before they discovered that the doors had failed 
shut quite tight. 

Such conclusions can drawn from our operations must 
taken tentative, the numbers birds involved are 
quite too small make anything else possible. 
them propositions preved. appears likely that: 

(a) The male breeding Warblers remain the 
spot the entire summer, through the moult, and leave with 
the last their species, while the females and young, after 
about while, wander off July. 

(6) male Warblers return the breeding-ground, 
and probably many the females also. The seem 
hot return. 

water trap attracts wider variety species than 
any other, some that one might expect take more 
easily other ways; but certain species ignore water entirely 
Nuthatehes, Chickadees, Downy Woedpeckers). 

Warblers will least one hundred for water 
conveniently arranged, even though other water nearer. 

have made only one brief try with the Harding drip trap 
with top opening. This was especially aimed Warbler 
breeding near by, but did not sueceed. hope for another 

much for the water Ground traps have 
mostly Song Sparrows, with many returns. Tree Sparrow 
dropped last March, staying over week before moving on, 
and wearing band put Mrs. Hubbard New Haven, 
Connecticut, more than two far the only bird 
taken which was banded some one Fox Sparrows 
and other migrants find the traps 

Tree-trunk traps have far yielded only Woodpeckers and 
are unduly rare our woods. 
pair Downy found steadily from July, 
1924, resident that spot all winter and the next summer. 
The male had first red top his head, but later was found 
wearing his red the conventional spet. Such plumage 
freak Was new me. 

all took 1925, Song Sparrow returns cut 
possible 29; Redstarts out 12; Yellow Warbler out 
Indigo Bird out (my only species), and saw one 
three 1924-banded Chestnut-sided Warblers, but failed 
trap it. Perhaps 1926, with the birds newly banded 
1925 draw from, more interesting results may obtained. 


Cambridge, Mass. 
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THE RESULTS FROM BANDING BARNSTABLE 
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERONS 


JOHN MAY 


“recoveries” banded birds depends largely upon certain 
definite the case adult birds, the question 
individual habits characteristics the species enters into 
consideration. Are they birds which are hunted for sport, 
thus furnishing fair probability that they will fall into human 
hands? Are they unsuspecting and easily trapped 
and they travel definite course during 
their migrations, that they are likely return the 
original banding station, are wanderers, 
attracted any favorable feeding-spots such are provided 
bird-banders far and near? 

nestling birds are banded, the ratio infant mortality 
looms very high. Few perhaps realize the tremendous 
mortality during the first season among small 
House Wren with progeny possibly fifteen 
season, barely holds its own most localities, and the per- 
centage returns from nestlings small. The 
probable mortality can figured pretty closely estimating 
the number young per pair per season any species bird. 

The House Wren caught cat your may 
“return” and its band recorded, but those that die from the 
hundred and one other natural disappear among 
crannies, drop earth rank vegetation, are picked 
fox skunk snake, and on, but they are never seen 
man. Some the larger birds, however, 
conspicuous attract the eve (or nose) the passer-by, and 
their records are more complete. 

The Black-crowned Night Heron 
naevius) has proved excellent subject for banding and has 
furnished many interesting recoveries. Nesting frequently 
large colonies and more less readily accessible loca- 
tions, has been the object numerous banding expeditions. 

The great colony Night Herons Sandy Neck the 
town Barnstable, Massachusetts, has interested ornitholo- 
gists for long time and was the spot chosen Prof. Alfred 
Gross for his intensive study the life-history this bird. 
that time, June 22, 23, estimated the heron 
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population about 9500 birds, old and young, there being 
about 2300 occupying nests. 

This Sandy Neck colony was also the scene one the 
earlier bird-banding experiments this country, Dr. Leon 
Cole banding number birds there the summer 1909. 
Seven recoveries were noted that year, the records being 
published interesting article Dr. Cole The 
Volume XVII, page 160, and these recoveries are given 
Table 


TABLE 

DATE BANDING DATE RECOVERY PLACE RECOVERY 
June 24, 1909 Aug. 00, 1909 Wellfleet, Mass. 
June 24, 1909 Aug. 18, 1909 Minot, Mass. 
June 23, 1909 Aug. 27, 1909 Holliston, Mass. 
June 24, 1909 Aug. 29, 1909 Berkley, Mass. 
July 1909 Sept. 1909 East Orleans, Mass. 
July 1909 Sept. 11, 1909 Cape Porpoise, Me. 
July 1909 Sept. 17, 190 Seabrook, 


June 17, 1922, group members what 
was then the New England Bird-Banding Association visited 
Sandy Neck and banded several hundred nestling Night 
Herons. number interesting recoveries resulted, and 
the visit was repeated June 1923, 1924, and 1925. the 
visit bands were about 1500 birds, 
bringing the total number banded the four seasons 
approximately 2500 birds. 

the date writing, March, 1926, sixty-seven recoveries 
have been reported through the courtesy the Biological 
Survey. Most them were birds reported ‘found 
the large size the bird and the conspicuous band drawing 
attention easily. few Herons were shot, others were caught 
muskrat traps, and least one was caught alive and later 
released. interesting coincidence, the last record 
all was given personally after this article was com- 
menced, boys who found the dead bird few miles from 
own home. 

know Herons having been trapped bird-banders, 
Massachusetts elsewhere, and thus far one has ob- 
served any bands adult birds the Barnstable colony, 
although effort has been made so. some plan 
devised for trapping adult Herons either when 


The Auk, Vol. 1923, pp. 13-15. 
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feeding the nesting-site, much very interesting additional 
data might obtained. suggest this profitable field 
for some our inventively-inclined enthusiasts. notable 
that far only two recoveries Barnstable birds have 
occurred more than eight months subsequent the date 
banding. Dr. John Phillips has unpublished record 
Essex County six years after banding, 
within few miles the place banding. 

The accompanying map (see cover plate) gives graphically 
the results date the work ten members the North- 
Bird-Banding Association Barnstable. 

the 2500 birds this species banded the members 
the Northeastern Bird-Banding Association from 1922 1925, 
known recoveries have been made the present writ- 
ing, March 18, 1926, the recoveries ranging, with three excep- 
tions noted below, from Eastern Canada (Province Quebec) 
along the coast States Florida and Louisiana. The dis- 
coveries are distributed among the commonwealths follows: 
Province Quebee Ontario Maine New Hampshire 
Vermont Massachusetts 17, Rhode Island 
New York Pennsylvania Virginia North Carolina 
South Carolina Georgia Florida Louisiana Island 
Jamaica and Michigan 

While perhaps too early draw any definite conclu- 
sions from the data collected, some significant facts are shown. 
The northward dispersal young birds soon after leaving the 
nest well thirty recoveries between 
and November are from points north Barnstable. 
these the most striking Night Heron No. 311605, which was 
trap Ste. Hedwige, about ten miles frem Rober- 
val, the Lake St. John region nearly four hun- 
dred miles due north Cape Cod, November 
this date one would expect the birds have departed for 
warmer climes. Two other November records, viz., Amherst 
Island, Ontario, and Erie, Michigan, were birds “found dead”’ 
and may have been dead some little time, hence are lessened 
value. 

October seme the young birds have journeyed far 
south North Carolina and Georgia. Mid-November 
records them Florida and Louisiana, and November also 
furnishes recovery from the island Jamaica the West 
Indies, wel! the Quebec, Ontario, and Michigan records 
noted above. 

The records wintering birds show most catholic taste. 
Reports come December, January, and February from 
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Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virgina, 
New York, and Massachusetts. Three birds were found 
wintering within fifty miles their place birth. The bird 
reported from Hingham, Massachusetts, February 12, was 
picked dead, but condition, two days after 
very severe snowstorm. 

The two recoveries birds the summer are 
little value, but will hope for more data the future. One 
record, Marshfield, Massachusetts, July 1925, probably 
within day’s flying range Sandy Neck, and may mean 
that the birds return the natal colony, though 
themselves not breeding until more mature. The other 
second-summer record, Haverhill, Massachusetts, September 
1923, may indicate that these second-year birds also join 
the northward dispersal with the young. 

may mention briefly some recoveries 
Night Herons banded other sections Massachusetts, 
which merely reinforce the Barnstable data. twenty-five 
records, all but two were made within eight months the 
date banding. One these two have already mentioned, 
Dr. Phillips’ six-year-old bird recovered May within few 
miles its birthplace. The second was bird recovered 
the island Haiti, sixteen months after banding. these 
birds will probably reported detail their banders, 
not give more exact data. The only other recovery 
interest that has come was bird which 
alighted north-bound steamer about two hundred and 
fifty miles east the Delaware Capes, October. 


Cohasset, Massachusetts, March, 1926. 


PARTIAL HISTORY FIFTEEN TREE SPARROWS 
DON MESSER 


winter season 1924 banding station the 
Berkshire Hills Huntington, Massachusetts, was unusual 
that only one group Tree Sparrows monticola), 
fifteen number, came banding station. The birds 
appeared February and most them were banded 
12th and 22d, and all February 25th. These 
Tree Sparrows were all there were about the house 
April 4th, barring single bird which appeared March 12th, 
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two weeks after the last the original flock was banded. 
repeats included only three out the fifteen, although the 
group was observed day after day the station April 
4th. 

The entire fifteen were never seen feeding the traps 
one time, twelve being the largest number seen. There are 
second-growth woods—maple, elm, ete.,—growing close 
the traps, with pine grove the immediate background, 
and seems customary with these Tree Sparrows (as 
well most other species) for few birds always 
the trees near while others are feeding, some coming and 
some going most the time. New birds appeared April 
and 4th which were the advance guard spring migrants. 

During the winter 1925 saw but few Tree Sparrows 
and took returns, banding only two birds early March. 
few small flocks, however, were seen different parts the 
town. The winter was one snow and 
ground. 

The record regarding this species for 1926 strongly con- 
trasted with that 1925. With the advent many snow- 
storms, birds became unusually plentiful about the traps, 
particularly Tree Sparrows. 

The following record snowfalls for this area will show 
that there have been not only unusual number snow- 
storms, but also considerable amount snow. 


Between January 17th and March 8th, 1926, banded 
fifty Tree Sparrows and took returns from the group 
fifteen birds banded 1924, plus return from 1925. The 
following table gives banding dates the original 1924 group, 
the few repeats for 1924, and the returns and also repeats for 
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NUMBER DATE BANDED 1924 REPEATS 1926 RETURNS 
43041 Feb. 12, 1924 

Feb. 

43043 Apr. and Apr. 

13044 Jan. 31, Feb. and 
43045 Feb. 13, Feb. 

43046 Apr. Feb. 13, Feb. and 

55797 

Jan. 15, Feb. and 
91934 Jan. 25, Feb. 

919385 


The percentage returns recorded, own 
traps, and this immediate area, after interval 
two years, appears the outstanding matter 
this history, and high survival ratio for this 
species indicated. addition, the that large 
proportion definite group returns its old wintering 
area, bears the homogeneity the group. 

Tree Sparrows were seen this immediate area early 
October 1925, but were not noticed about the house 
until December which time food was placed for them 
the regular feeding-places, which they immediately 
started coming regularly. There was noticeably larger 
number than was the ease 1924. particular attention 
was given them aside from feeding, until January 15th, 
1926, when banded bird was noticed among them, which was 
trapped the same day and found return from 1924. 
Shortly after, general banding the birds our station 
was undertaken, which brought about the recapture the 
1924 group shown the tabulation. 

The taking these returns was incidental general 
banding work; effort was made take them when they 
first appeared either 1924 1926 and the eight members 
the 1924 group are not distinguishable such among the 
mass 1926 birds. These records show marked 
for the birds remain about the station after they first appear 
until they migrate northward, was the 1924. 


A. A. Cross, another bird-bander of Huntington, Mass., whose traps are on the 
opposite (west) side of the village, about 1500 feet across the river valley from mine, has 
taken this bird twice this winter, as indicated above, making nine birds, or 60°; of the 
original 1924 group returning to this immediate area this winter. 
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The hiatus their return record appears paralleled 
the experience least one other New England bander. 
Mr. Whittle writes that Wells River, Vt., Mr. 
Wendell Smith noted similar lack this species his 
station during the winter 1924-25. The local rarity 
Tree Sparrows two stations, well within the regular winter- 
ing range the Tree Sparrow, difficult account for, 
since New England whole, judging from monthly reports 
published the Division the Massachusetts 
Department Agriculture, appears have had the usual 
number wintering birds this species during the season 
question. 


Huntington, Mass., March 1926. 


APPARENTLY MIGRATING GROUP JUNCOS 
HIGGINS 


station Rock (Middleboro) Massachusetts, 
banded during January, 1925, group Juncos (Junco 
hyemalis) numbering seventeen. Sixteen these were taken 
during period six days, the 26th 31st inclusive. 
addition, No. 39225, return, banded February 12th, 
1924, was taken this time. 

From the 11th the 14th inclusive the present January 
(1926) trapped nine Juncos, which six were returns 
those banded January, 1925. 

The history these birds February 14, 1926, far 
known, appears tabular form below: 


BANDING SEX BANDING REPEATS RETURN 
NO. DATE 1925 1926 1926 
1925 
Feb. 
Feb. 
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When these birds were banded and when they returned, their 
comings followed heavy snow-fall throughout 
southern New England. experience has been that this 
species does not feed freely traps when the ground free 

course nothing known the whereabouts these six 
birds prior their two appearances the station, nor have 
definite information their movements after they left the 
station 1925 and 1926. study the records, however, 
brings out the general fact that 1925 their sojourn the 
station after banding, shown repeats, ranged from one 
day ten days, after which they were seen more. 

Their history 1926, after their return, roughly parallels 
that 1925, the birds this remaining longer than 1925. 
before, one bird did not repeat all. Three repeated for 
one four days and two remained the station for over 
month. both these cases (1925 and 1926), should 
pointed out, their departure was not brought about dis- 
appearing snow, the surface conditions remaining unchanged 
this respect. 

fairly certain that for two seasons this group visited 
the station either (1) part wanderings, (2) 
stopping-place regular migration. The writer favors the 
latter interpretation, but final information cases this 
kind must await the time when banders, 
the south and the north, shall complete their 
migration history. 

Rock, Mass. 


REPORT THE RECORDING SECRETARY THE 
ASSOCIATION 
1926 


ALICE HARRINGTON 


Tue records birds banded for the year ending December 
31, 1925, are follows: 


Birds Banded 11,750 
Number Species 112 
Number Returns 533 
Number Species Returning 


The four species contributing the largest number returns 
are: 


j 


Purple Fine (Carpodacus purpureus) 114 
Song Sparrow melodia) 102 


During the year eleven new species were banded. date 
‘les have been recorded returns, and, our 
organization 1922, 39,305 birds have been banded, and 
total 1309 returns have been recorded. 

The number birds banded individual members ranged 
from over nine members banding the largest 
number with their records are follows: Mr. Charles 
Floyd, 3062; Mr. Laurence Fletcher, 995; Dr. Edward 
Gould Rowland, 550; Mr. Harry Woods, 574; Mr. Charles 
Whittle, 425; Mrs. Charles Whittle, 361; Mr. Benjamin 
Harrison, 348; Mr. A.W. Higgins, 323; Mr. Willis Ropes, 
313. Messrs. Floyd’s, Fletcher’s, and Harrison’s numbers 
were augmented the birds banded Heron, Gull, and 
Tern colonies, but the other records were made birds 
banded home stations the vicinity. The four mem- 
bers securing the largest number returns were: Mrs. 
Whittle, 105; Mr. Charles Whittle, 46; Dr. Edward 
Gould Rowland, 33; and Mr. Willis Ropes, 23. 


SOME BIRD WEIGHTS 
CHARLES WHITTLE AND HELEN GRANGER WHITTLE 


ONE the results handling live birds for term years 
the acquisition the power detect small differences 
their weights, first not perceived. the case Purple 
Finches, adult males have seemed prevailingly, heavier, 
detected merely handling, than the average the oliva- 
ceous records for olivaceous Purple Finches also 
not infrequently note One 
wonders whether these especially heavy birds are young males. 
Or, are they perhaps adult females? appears least likely 
all that they are young females. 

Birds some other species, notably American Goldfinches 
and Pine Siskins, also variation weight which 
detectable the hand. 

the hope getting more exact information 
subject, was determined during the past winter actually 
weigh series birds. balance German manufacture 
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has been used. has seale graduated grams and 
estimation gram. For the celluloid pan supplied with 
the balance, skeleton pasteboard box, inches was 
substituted. The cover was discarded, and portions the 
sides and one end were cut away reduce weight, and the 
openings covered with white cotton cloth. the remaining 
end round hole inches diameter was cut entrance. 
This closed loose card which slides inside. Light 
enough the cloth induce ready entrance the 
birds, but since the box not transparent, most birds are 
perfectly quiet after the slide closed. They are allowed 
enter box from the hand after band affixed, the band 
number read. 

The total number birds weighed the date writing 
15th) has been 133 made species. the 
table following shown what extent the data secured are 
applicable ascertaining male, female, and species average 
weights grams. 


= eines!) | 
Downy Woodpecker 4 2 2 26.50 28.75 27.62 


(Dryobates p. medianus) 
(Carpodacus p. purpureus jest av., 28.12 


ers. 
Range 25.00- 

j | | 30.00 grs. 
(Astragalinus t. tristis) | | {17.00 grs. 
Pine Siskin 62 | 6 | 15.80 |Range 13.50- 
(Spinus p. pinus) | 19.00 grs. 
Tree Sparrow 12 | 1 11 21.003 21.04 |Range 18.00- 
(Spizella m. monticola) (adult) | | {24.50 grs. 
Junco 11 3 1 21.75.21.08 21.68 |Range 19.50- 
(Junco h. hyemalis) | 23.00 grs. 
Song Sparrow 1 } 1 26. 004 
(Melospiza m. melodia) | | 
(Passer d. domesticus) | 
Brown Creeper 1 | 1 | 10.00 
(Certhiafamiliarisamericana) | | | 
White-breasted Nuthatch | 1 1 | 21.50 
(Sitta c. carolinensis) (adult) | 


(Penthestes a. atricapillus) |Av., 12.36 grs. 
| 


Total 133 


ratio ad. males olivaceous birds probably not the true ratio nature. 

2 One bird, No. 426623, weighing 13.50 grams, has no greenish-yellow on wings and only 
a trace at base of central rectrices. Were not birds of this type born last year. 

3 Sexed by Dr. Francis Harper. Skull thoroughly granulated. 

‘With six additional birds taken in late March the average weight is 24.28 grams. 
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Quite few the 133 birds listed were weighed several 
times different days and different hours the day, and 
figuring species sex average weights, the average the 
several individual weighings was taken. number 
instances very considerable variation weight 
single birds. was obvious that bird weights secured during 
rainy periods should thrown out. Some the differences 
noted were doubtless due the amount food the ali- 
mentary tract, was shown comparing several weighings 
secured thirty minutes before sunrise with weighings late 
the afternoon. 

The possibility that the plentitude food furnished the 
station caused the birds abnormally fat was investigated 
degree. Only one bird, Siskin, appeared excessively 
plump and heavy. This bird weighed 19.00 grams, while the 
average weight the other five weighed was 15.81 grams. 
Tree Sparrows, Juncos, and Chickadees, species, showed 
appreciative increase weight during the season under 
consideration. 

The species which the largest number individuals 
were weighed the Purple Finch. Sixteen these were 
adult males, known have been such for periods varying 
from six months three years and nine months. Thus 


BAND BANDING WEIGHT KNOWN REMARKS 

NUMBER DATE AGE 

30935 Jan. 13, 1923 30.00 4 yrs.9 mos. Return’. Banded as _ ad. 6 Jan. 13, 
(67071) 1923, No. 30935. Recovered by the 


Hardings in Cohasset Dee. 3, 192%, 
and band replaced No. 67071. 

4 yrs.9 mos. Return’. 

4 yrs. 9 mos. Recovery®. Banded in Brockton, Mass. 
by George H. Priest, 13 miles 8S. W. 
ot Cohasset. 


67263 Feb. 10, 1923 
41350 Mar. 9, 1923 


67072 ~=Dee., 1923 3 yrs. 9 mos. Recovery. Banded by Mr. and Mrs. 
R. B. Harding, Cohasset. 

40160 Jan. 26, 1924 29.00 3 yrs. 9 mos. Recovery’. Banded by Mrs. Alice B. 
Pratt, of Middleboro, Mass., 23 miles 
nearly due south of Cohasset. 

84104 Jan. 27, 1924 29.50 3 yrs. 9 mos. Recovery. Banded by Conover Fitch, 
Cohasset, Mass. 

A26715 = Jan. 27, 1926 25.00 1 yr. 9 mos.? 
A26717 = Jan. 30, 1926 27.50 = 
A26692 Feb. 9, 1926 30.00 

A26744 Feb. 13, 1926 27.75 

A26670 20, 1926 26.75 

A26701 Feb. 20, 1925 28. 25 

A26702 Feb. 20, 1926 29.00 

A26704 Feb. 21, 1926 26.00 


A26780 24, 1926 
A26762 Mar. 14, 1926 28.00 
Average weight 27.73 grams 
Trapped three times during the winter season 1925-26. 
2 **Rosy"’ plumage assumed to be taken on at the time of the first post-nuptial molt 
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26. 00 
28. 25! 
27.50 
27.25 
Av. 27.66 
27.00 


A26762, first taken March 14, 1926, least year and 
months old this date, assumed his mature plumage 
last August, when was year and months old. How 
much older than this, course, not know. 
will noted from the table, this method reckoning mini- 
mum ages applied all adult males whose banding date 
such known. The table page gives the weights 
adult male Purple Finches detail, and also their ages 
far possess any information. 

too early attempt draw other than tentative con- 
clusions from these figures. has been ascertained that 
certain olivaceous Purple Finches which seemed heavier and 
larger the hand than the majority this species similarly 
colored are such olivaceous birds have 
average weight 0.65 grams less than the average 
weight the adult males. This greater weight may have 
sex may simply individual variation. 
Further work banders weighing birds, over longer periods 
and particularly dealing with birds known age 
and sex, will necessary before true averages shall had. 
Cohasset, Mass., March, 1926 


GENERAL NOTES 


Banding the 23d last October (1925) Mock- 
ingbird was discovered feeding asparagus berries garden South 
Windsor, Connecticut. few days later was found another garden 
near the home Mr. soon developed fondness for 
the suet which had been put out for the birds, and, evidently thinking this 
was good place which spend the winter, remained there. 

the days went by, became more and more tame and friendly and 
went the feeding-shelf the kitchen window-sill for water. Seeing 
pecking some orange peel that had been thrown out one day, Mr. 
put half orange the tray, and the bird ate eagerly. 
Since then water, apples, oranges, suet, meat drippings, and corn-cake 
have become its regular diet. 

order learn something the habits Mockingbirds New Eng- 
land seemed wise attempt band this bird, January 20th (1926) 
set trap for it, baiting with half orange. The Mockingbird 
was not sight when the trap was set, but five minutes later came and 
alighted branch the tree over the trap, which curiously. 
Presently dropped down top the trap. Seeing that could not 
get the orange from this position, hopped down back the trap and 
deliberately walked round and entered. The string was pulled, and the 
bird was bird did not appear disturbed the banding and 
was back feeding less than half hour. 

Aside from one slight accident this Mockingbird has survived the cold 
and severe storms the winter well. one cold morning dipped his 
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tail the pan water and then fed froze the tray. When 
flew away two tail feathers were left the tray. 

are hoping that the bird will either remain here 


White-throats Cohasset, near the coast-line the 
White-throated Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis) very uncommon 
winter resident Massachusetts, least the latitude Cohasset, 
approximately 42° north, and even Cohasset the number birds 
wintering variable, never large and often they are practically absent. 
The winter season 1925-26 one great this species. Whether 
not White- throats winter Cohasset appears depend the shuffle 
and deal the various factors collectively called weather affecting their 
southward migration. migration periods, however, many 
species are woidable weather conditions during the fall 
migration, such heavy and early snows, are believed the main 
reason why this species fairly common during some winters. 
versely, warm and stormless fall appears make for few White-throats 
Cohasset the following winter, and such, have just said, the 
present winter 

study our banding records during four winter seasons, beginning 
with the season shows thus far evidence that certain birds 
groups birds this species regularly travel either north south via 
this locality, and the same found true other Cohasset stations. 
have had, however, two White-throat returns, more exact, one 
return and one return? out total birds banded prior the present 
winter season. White-throat No. 66584, banded February 1923, 
returned January 1924; and No. 37603, banded November 11, 
returned January 25, 1925, and again January 1926. No. 3760: 
have wintered during the three seasons that the bird has visited Cohasset. 

The inconstancy wintering birds this species Cohasset doubt 
accounts large part for the smell number returns secured. Were the 
station situated within their regular wintering range, more birds and more 
returns would probable, and this connection attention called 
Prentiss Baldwin’s observations Thomasville, Georgia, where 
wintering group White-throats particular clump shrubbery 
for several successive seasons. Here banded 1916 returned 
out six banded 1916 turned 1917, 66.66 per cent (see The Auk, 
Brookline, Mass 


Sight station Cohasset, Massachusetts, colored 
enameled bands have been placed Purple inches, Goldfine hes, Juncos, 
Tree Sparrows, Downy Woodpeckers, Most these birds 
were banded during last fall and winter seasons. 

Birds this station are fed and trapped average distance less 
than twenty feet from the house. feeding-shelf beside the window, 
mounting small, trap, much frequented birds, and 
large percentage those banded this station were taken the shelf 
trap. Thus concentrating the trapping and feeding places near-by 


* This note has been somewhat elaborated by the Editor. 
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area small size, opportunity readily afforded identify the colored 
bands worn the birds. 

The number sight repeats recorded during February, 1926, has varied 
from three four per day, the days when careful obser- 

yation was carried the most hours naturally yielding the highest number. 

These not include the numerous cases where bird was identified 
the station more than once day. Were such repeat records included, 
the sight repeats some days would have numbered well over one hundred. 
There are moments during the feeding periods each day when 
least one bird wearing colored band could not seen, and often nearly 
entire group wintering Tree Sparrows, numbering thirteen birds, 
each having band-color, could seen together. 

Handling repeats here this writing not prominent part band- 
ing work, and such birds are not trapped rule excepting when are 
taken incidentally with new birds. 

The chance that birds wearing colored bands placed other banders 
visited station and were mistaken for own during the period covered 
this note, February, too improbable warrant much considera- 
tion, for the reasons, (1) that other banders Cohasset use colored 
bands, and (2) that, excluding the Finches, the local bird population not 
augmented any extent new arrivals during this month. mistake 
bird for own would necessary that the color colors 
(for single bands are often enameled both red and blue, red and yellow, 
the species, often the sex, and the tarsus which the band placed 
(right left) should addition these factors safety, 
gradual checking the birds wearing colored bands, frequenting the 
station, goes the normal process repeating. 

Attention has already been called the probability that colored bands 
will prove fruitful method the hands bird-banders studying bird 
matings, families, and groups general.—C. Cohasset, Mass., 
March 15, 1926. 


Willis Ropes Danvers, Massachusetts, one three banders 
that town, the other two being Gilbert Emilio and Charles Preston, 
whose stations are situated rough triangle having sides about two 
miles length. Since banding operations began there 1923, over two 
thousand birds have been banded. these, one-fourth one-third 
were nesting birds their young, and the remainder migrants passing 
through wintering. 

The fact that during this period over three years, only one bird 
Tree Sparrow, No. A51633, banded Preston, January 16, 1926, and 
recovered February 15, 1926, Willis Ropes) was recovered the 
station either the other two banders, considerable significance 
that shows statistically the limited areas satisfactory the wintering 
will said that banding stations offer artificial food-supplies 
and that the conditions they bring about have parallel nature, but, 
survey the wintering grounds, say Sparrows general, reveals the 
fact that many weedy tracts very small area, our Southern States 
particular, furnish food for many birds throughout the wintering season, 
and doubtless birds are quite content with the bounty provided 
nature with that provided man, and probably more so, since the 
furnished far greater. That there are successive takings 
the same migrant passing through Danvers only adds another instance 
the common experience and emphasizes the necessity having many more 
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stations the requisite details migration are learned banding 
methods.—C. 


Nesting Records song Sparrows 25935 and 39235.—The following 
known history two Song Sparrows (Melospiza melodia) will add 
another example the sort Mrs. Hamill the last 
number our namely, case where mated pair this 
species raised two broods for two years succession—1924 and 1925—at 
station Rock (Middleboro), Massachusetts. Song Sparrow 25935 
was banded May 22, 1923, and fathered mothered two broods during 
that year. March 23, 1924, banded its mate, No. 39235. These 
called pair The latter bird pretty surelv passed the 
winter season 1923-24 with me, but 25935 migrated the fall and 
returned April 1924. 

During the nesting season this pair raised two broods and the 
fall both parent birds migrated. 

April 1925, 25935 appeared returning the same 
date 1924, 39235 appearing May 15th. was the case 1924, they 
raised two broods, and the fall they again migrated. 

This pair birds would come singly together the station for food 
for their young, and were frequently taken repeats. They were the 
only pair this nesting near during the two seasons. their 
young banded four 1924 and five 1925. All nine were trapped 
with their repeating parents. 

For two years prior 1923, before had taken banding work, there 
was single pair Song Sparrows nesting about the premises, and, while 
intimate acquaintance with their habits during this period leads 
that they were the same birds, later known pair 
will not enumerate the reasons for the faith that me. 
Rock, Mass., February, 1926. 


Junco Return.*—When bird returns three times the record means 
that over three years old. This bird’s history, appears from 
Cohasset records, follows: was banded January 25, 1923. was 
return February 1924, return? January 20, 1925, and March 
25, 1926, and the record shows that the bird must have been least three 
years and nine months old March 25, hope that other banders 
will send the editor all records this sort relating any bird, for one 
the things bird-banding going prove the average age uncaged 
birds.—L. 


Juncos with Diseased ten fifteen Juncos (Junco 
hyemalis) our station between December 11, 1925, and February 
1926, four were found with diseased toes. detail the records the 
four birds thus afflicted follow: 

No. A34083, banded December 11, had whitish lump base the 
claw the middle toe. puncture sterilized needle showed that 


The word “return” as used here is that defined in “The Auk,”” Vol. XLT, 1924, p. 
329 (footnote) 
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the interior the lump was dry and hard, not pus had supposed. 
The bird did not repeat. 

No. A34090, banded December 12, had similar lump the same 
location, which had increased size January when repeated. 

No. banded December 12, had normal feet, but when repeated 
February white lump was found the second joint the hind toe. 

No. A34094 was banded December When repeated February 
the middle toe left foot had noticeable white lump the base 
the claw, and second lump the second joint the same toe, while 
February third spot had appeared the base the claw the hind 
toe. The other lumps had not grown size. 

This disease far can learn not common among birds this 
far can see the birds not suffer account the 
growth, and are not lame ill health. 

The four birds were banded two successive days and had doubtless 
recently arrived group part additional Juncos taken 
afterwards showed any evidence the trouble, making seem likely that 
the four birds were members single Mrs. 
Brookline, Mass. 


Value our banders feel that taking the same 
birds over and over again questionable value banding work. 
less taking repeats can have called attention this matter 
previous note (see Bulletin this Association, Vol. 1926, 17). 
adds little our knowledge capture the same bird several times day, 
sometimes done, but course such cases are not 
repeats, however, the study certain ornithological problems prime 
importance, and this connection attention called the part repeats 
play migration and the behavior groups, appears from 
reading Mr. and Mr. contributions the habits the 
Tree Sparrow this number the obvious that much 
the value the observations made due repeats, and the study 
migration general for vears come will receive much assistance from 
this 
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The mixture recommended 
the Northeastern Bird Band- 
ing Association containing Chick 
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ILLUSTRATED LECTURES 
BIRDS, BEASTS, AND BLOSSOMS 


small girl said were three whole 
schools there and you could have heard a pin 
drop.” 

The secretary Bird Club wrote “The 
lecture proved to be interesting and instruc- 
rive to both adults and children.” 

The Park Museum of Providence has 
crowded its lecture hall on three different 
occasions. 
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The Line Traps 


Automatic balanced feed-tray releases door (A). 


No. trap for birds only. 

No. trap for Rodents and Birds. 

The Mammal trap metal lined and will rid 
your station all Mice Squirrels. Can 
used bird trap also. 

bander Cleveland, caught rats two days 
with one these traps) 


Higgins Cat Trap, three one trap—an auto- 
matic bird trap—also pull string bird trap, and fitted with 
automatic entrance for birds, all for $5.00, plus express charges. 

All traps painted dirt color blend with the ground, ex- 
cepting No. Warbler trap, which painted green. 

bander Massachusetts, using traps exclu- 
sively, has taken nearly birds—new, returns and 
past different species) 
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